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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS DEBATE WORLD ISSUES AT UM 
MISSOULA -
More than 400 high school students from 17 Montana and Idaho schools will 
attend the Montana Model United Nations Conference Nov. 23-24 at The University of 
Montana.
During the conference each high school student will ‘'represent” one of the United 
Nations' 192 member states, debating and writing resolutions addressing important 
international issues.
Students will participate in one of five UN committees: the Security Council, 
General Assembly Plenary', General Assembly First Committee (security issues), General 
Assembly Second Committee (economic and financial) and General Assembly Third 
Committee (social, cultural and humanitarian).
Each committee is staffed by a team of UM students in Associate Professor Karen 
Adams' Model United Nations class, a service-learning course offered by the UM 
Department of Political Science. Next March, 12 of the UM students will travel to the 
National Model United Nations collegiate conference in New York.
The conference begins at 8:30 a.m. Monday, Nov. 23, with opening ceremonies in 
the University Theatre. The keynote address, “Assessing the United Nations,” will be 
delivered by Franke Wilmer, professor of political science at Montana State University 
and an expert on international conflict and human rights. The public is invited to attend 
this and other listed events.
Students then will move to the third floor of the University Center, where they 
will meet in their committees from late Monday morning through Tuesday afternoon. A 
list of topics each committee will consider is posted online at 
http://www.cas. umt.edu/mun/hstopicg.html.
Each committee will have a faculty guest speaker who will present a 30-minute
talk:
• 11 to 11:30 a.m. -  “Strengthening International Humanitarian Law,” 
Franke Wilmer. professor, MSU Department of Political Science, UC 331.
• 1:15 to 1:45 p.m. — “Understanding and Improving Intellectual Property 
Rights," David Aronofsky, UM legal counsel and professor, School of 
Law, UC Theater.
• 2 to 2:30 p.m. -  “Why Do States Worry About North Korea's Nuclear 
Weapons?" Kedra Hildebrand, teaching assistant, UM Department of 
Political Science, UC 330.
• 3 to 3:30 p.m. -  “Biological Weapons as Weapons of Mass Destruction,” 
Karen Ruth Adams, associate professor, UM Department of Political 
Science, UC South Ballroom.
• 4 to 4:30 p.m. -  “International Human Rights and the Human Rights
Council,Paul Lauren. UM Regents Professor of History, UC North 
Ballroom.
From 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Monday evening, the high school students representing 
each country will compete with others from their region in the “Global Gauntlet,v a trivia 
game with questions on geography, world history and current events. The game will take 
place in committee rooms on the third floor of the UC. It will be followed by an ice 
cream social in the UC Commons.
At closing ceremonies held in the University Theatre from 4 to 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Secretaries General Aimee Ryan and Kelsi Steele will announce awards for delegates, 
schools and conference staff. Five high school seniors will be awarded scholarships to 
attend UM.
The Montana Model United Nations Conference is funded by school and delegate 
fees, as well as contributions from the UM's President's Ofice, Office of the Provost, 
Division of Student Affairs, College of Arts and Sciences and the Department of Political 
Science.






Montana Model UN 2009
Participating Schools and Advisers
Anaconda High School Angela McLean & Mary Jean Ferguson
Anaconda. MT 2 countries (8 students)
Big Sky High School
Missoula. MT
Janice Bishop & Kevin Ritchlin 
5 countries (21 students)
Bozeman High School
Bozeman. MT
Joe Kusak & Beth Pfaff 
6 countries (25 students)
C. M. Russell High School
Great Falls, MT
Tom Cubbage 
4 countries (17 students)
Coeur d’Alene Charter Academy
Coeur d'Alene, ID
Karen L. Coughenour 
















4 countries (17 students)
Flathead Valley Home Schoolers
Kalispell, MT
Susan Wagner 
4 countries (17 students)
Helena Capital High School
Helena, MT
Jason Neiffer 
7 countries (29 students)
Hellgate High School
Missoula, MT
Patty Hixson & Julia McCarthy-McLaverty 
15 countries (61 students)
Jefferson High School
Boulder, MT
Fritz Bieler & Diane Thompson 
3 countries (13 students)
Loyola Sacred Heart High School
Missoula, MT
Matthew Stergios 
2 countries (8 students)
Missoula Home Schools
Missoula. MT
Eileen Davies & Lane Zarr 








11 countries (45 students)
St. Ignatius High School
St. Ignatius, MT
Tim Biggs




1 country (5 students)
